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for your coming, being defi- 
sous to hear your farther Thoughts on the Book 
written by Six Alumpbry Mackworth, relating to Oc- 

‘inal Conformity. Pray, Sir, Oblige us in procee- 
ing on that Difcourfe. rs 

oof. | fhall oblige you therein as far as it is con- 
gftent with the Intereft of my Country, and my own 
Gfety. am willing to follow Truth, but not fo clofe as 
to meet With a Kick for my Pains , tho’ the Caufe of 
arth is fo Glorious, that no Man can fall in a more 
Honourable Enterprize, it is that on which all Law 
and Juftice is Gcounded, and the Almighty has given 
it the greateft Sanction, by calling Himfelf the God of 
qth, By the Rule of Truth we ought to Square all 
the AGtions of our Lives, fo as to render us accep- 
uuble bothin the Eyes GOD and Adan,to whole eqai- 
nble Laws I fubmit my felf, and fhall at any time 
Retract my Opinion, when Convine’d by folid Rea- 
fons, drawn from Fandamental Principies. 

To give a right Judgment of the Occa/ional Con- 
formity Bill, aftec the Heads premifed the laft time 
we met, we muft confider the Authority of the Le- 
gifative Power, in making Laws relating to Religion. 
This is a Nice Enquiry, and-he thas Treats of iz 
Steers his Courfe betwixt Scylia and Charibais , but 
be is much the Happier Man, who is beat to pieces 
by the Waves of Power and Authority, than he that 
makes Shipwrack of his Confcience, | fhall not 
‘Launch too far into this rapid Stteam, but fhall Steer 
‘ty Courfe by she Compafs of Alumane and Divine 
‘Law, wherein 1 may expeét the Protection of GOD 
and Adan. 

The Civil Magiftrate has a Power to Enact Laws 

Circa Sacra, bat notin Sacris, that is, They have a 
Power to make Laws for the Enforcing a due Ob- 
fervation of the Laws of God; but not Laws to alter 
the Laws of God from the Canon of the Scripture, 
‘and the Original Inftitution of the Sopream Law- 
giver. ius, Bi of Rome, in his Epiftie to 
Lucivs, the Firft Chriftian Kiog of England, fays, 
Lages gy cepa og pow posi. hate 

em Dei nequaquam. We may at any tom 
te Laws of tbe Empire, but by no means the Laws of God. 
‘The Laws of God are eftablithed on the Foundations 





Of Eternal Juftice and Truth: They are the Magna. 


Charte of Heaven, the free Birth Right of all Belie- 
vers $ and in them are contained all things requifite 
and neceflary. to our Salvation io a taiure 
‘Stave. As thee Laws are firm and binding,fo are they 


‘Tran(mitsed unalterable to all Ages of the World 5 


and this is no more than the Nature of /inmane Law 
which cannot be repeal’d but by the fame Power 
“Authority which at fire Enaéted them, from 
whence this Query Naturally ariles, whether the 
aktering of an Ordinance of God, from the Defign 
tid End of irs Original inftitation, be not /pfo Fado 
® Repeabing,and Difanulling of tnat Law : if Sir Ham 
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proved his Hypothefis in fome Meafure, 

All Laws made by the Civil Magiftrate relating 
to Religion, are to be Ena&ted for the Glory of 
God, and the good of his People; and therefore 
we ought to confider how far this AG agaialt Oc- 
cafional Conformity may Anfwer this End. If, dy 
the fame, God is not Glorify’d, and the due Obier- 
vance of the Rules of the Chriftian Religion is nog 
better enforced, then we had better be without the 
Bill, than have is Enadted. As far as lam inform’d, 
by the Bili a Reftrains is laid on fach as fhalt joyn 
in Worthip with Proteftant Diffenters, and as fhail 
go to, or frequent Meetings, after they have recei- 
ved the Sacrament with the Church of England , and 
no reftraint is laid on fich, as {hall go to no Church 
at all, or fhall not deport themfelves according to 
the Doctrines of the Church of England, as by Law 
Eftablifhed. Now is feems but reafonable that a 
Religious Law fhould Oblige Men toa ftri& Obfer- 
vance of the Divine and Moral Law; otberwife the 
Glory of God, and the good of Relizion is not ad- 
vanced by fucha Law. The Obliging Men to take 
the Sacrament, to Qualify themiclves for Offices, 
and afterwards the Obliging of them to continue in 
the Communion of the Church, does not in the leaft 
reform them in their Lives and Converfations. ’Tis 
true,the Sacraments of the Lords Supper is of a high 
Nature, both in refpe@ to its Inftitution, and the 
Advantages Believers receive when they truly Com- 
municate: Bot when it is made fubfervient to mean 
and fecular Ends, when it is made a Stalking-Horfe 
to Preterments, shefe Means depreciate its Worth, 
and leffen its Value in the Byes of the Vulgar. 

Honeft Country.man, 1 will argue this Point with- 
out Paflion, and with all the clearnefs and Plain- 
nefs imaginable: I will put Truth in fuch a Drefs as 
every Body fhall know her; and yet I am forry to 
have the Occafion of Vindicating what carries De- 
monftration in it felf. The Cafe lies thus, Every 


ait M*= Objervator, The Company phry Mackworth can evade this Query, he will have 


one is required by a Law to take the Sacrament of 
“the Lords Supper as a Qualification for an Office ; 


this is a Humane Law, for she Scripture Rolls make 
no mention of any fuch Thiag. The Laws of the 
ek fo difcern the Lords Bo- 


Faith to Feed upon it, Love and New Obedience, 
Works and many Spiritual E 


| Glory of God, and the 
mn, that our Officers may be kaown 
to be Men thus Q ’d, Men of Unblemith’d 


‘Lives and Converfations, Men of Religious Princi 


and Probity, and to be thus known for fome Time 
before they aré admitted into Offices, otherwi 


sis a great; Temptation to theg to make'a few of 
| 3 Godli > 
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Temper of Mind, and Poffefs’d of foch Principles of 


‘fices, whic | 
Ane there is Provifion made to exclude them ftom 
“Offices, there fs none to exempt them from 
“Ip feems rdfhipon the Que 
“by cying up her Hands from Rewarding fuch as are 


chss Recommended to 


Ps 


Grdlisels, in order Co gain; Temporal Preferments; 
for the Minds of fome Men are fo Sway’d by the 


Confiderations of Profit and Intereft, that they'll 


Forfcit their Place in Heaven to get one upon 
Earth, “elie : 7 

The Laws of the Civil Magiftrate in Religious 
Aff.irs, ougit always to be made’ for the Eafe, Ad- 
vantage and Encouragment of thofe who are truly 
Godly, for the Eftablifhment of Virtue and Religion, 
and tor the Reftrainiag of Vice, Propbanenefs and 
Immor ality’, and tho’ i am as much for Moderation 
as any good Man ought to be, yet our Laws can 
never carry too fharpan Edge againft Vice, and we 
Ought to take al] Advantages to Supprefs it. If } 
may not Offend fome Men thereby, i'll give yon 
the Opinion of that Great Man, obn Calum, in 
thefe Words, Fateor quidem Moderationt Locum ¢/Je 
oportere, fed non minus conftanter affirmo, Videndum efJe 
ne fub ilio Pratextu toleretur quicquam, quod a Satana 
vel Antichrifto profectum fis. J confefs, iaith he, there 
ought to be Moderation; yet this 1 conftantly affirm, 
Care mujt be bad that under Pretence of A4oderation, 
notbing be Tolerated, which proceedeth from the Devil 
or Antichrift, : 

Now if we reftrain Occafonal Conformity with the 
Church of England, and deny. our Officers from 
Communicating with Religious Societies of Prote- 
ftants differing in Opinion from the Eftablith’d 
Church; we ought much more to Reftrain their Oc- 
cafiona} or rather Conftant Cor formity with the Devils 
Church, the Play-Hioufe. \{ a Perfon fhall lofe his 
Office, for being feen at a Conventicle,where God is 
truly Worhhipyd, ithink it but reafonable he fhould 
incor the Penalty of the AQ, if after he has taken 
the Sacrament wizh the Church of England, he be 
feen at the Play-Houfe, the Devils-Cbappel, where 
the great Name of the Almighty is dayly prophan’d, 
and where are Reprefented thofe Worldly Pomps 


‘and Vanities, which we have all Renounced in our 


Baptifmal Covenant with God , and it is as reafon- 
able that the fame Penalties fhould be extended to 
fuch,who, after they have taken the Holy Sacrament, 
fhall be Convicted of Prophane Carfing and Swear- 
ing, or any other Enormous Crimes, 


Now let us confider how far fuch an AG as Sir 
‘ Humpbry mentions,may affect the Church and State; 


whether it is likely to be a Security, or Prejudice 


‘to either or both. 


It feems to make a Diftinétion, and Confcquently 


“4 Divifion amongft the Members of the Chureh of 


land ; fome of which are Endued with fo good a 


Moderation towards Prote/tast Di{Jenters, that they 
cao joyn with them in their Religious Worhhip, as 


‘can thany of the DijJenters in that of the Church; 


but by a Law of this Nature, they are diftinguifh’d 
excluded from Royal Favour and the Benefit of Of- 
ich they fapport with their Money; for 


Taxes. 
alfo to me to be a Hardfhipon the Queen, 


Her beft Friends,and have done Her the moft Singu- 


‘lar Service, 1 mean the Moderate Churcbmen and 


Difinters,who are pollefs’d of thar true Union which 
ail Majelty fo lately, in Her moft Excellent Speech 
ili Her People. : 
When Laws are Partial, one part or other of the 


‘People muft foffer ; for where Advantages are con- 
- fin’d co a Party, it : 
 *tig worthy of Confideration, how far one Party has 


done with Lofs toorhers. And 
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deferved more than others. I make nog, 
when our Reprefentatives have er quirey S 
State of the Navy, and the Complaints offer 

on that Head, we fhall be convine’d how lth 
Men have deferved Of the State, whatey 
Pretenfions may be ro the Church ; ) 
ledge, Application to Bufinefs, Fionefty, and Loves 
Country, are the beft Qualifications for Office 
could Enlarge much on this Head, but [ fhai) a 
Anticipate nor Direct my Superionrs, to whee 
pray God grant a Spirit of Peace and Union. 
this Time fo Neceflary to our Happiness, * 
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Price Six-pence. , 
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The Strength of the Englifh Papifts at Home and Abroas’ 
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land. An Abftratt of the Laws in Force againtt Papjg, ° 
Reafons for putting thofe Laws in Execution. 
the fame. Price éd. 
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Dialogue between Trueman, and Legion. Setting forth is 
Vitious and Corrupt ‘Praétices of thofe, who “endeavour to fs, 
flave and Ruine this Nation, and Publickly Exclaim againg jy 
worthy, Patriots of the Houwfe of Commons, and others, who «, 
deavour to Preferve the fame. Price éd. ; 

A Colle&tion of Writings by the Author of the Try 
Born Englifhman, viz. The True-Born Englifoman. A Say, 
z. The Mock-Mourners. A Satyr. 3. ;Reformation of Manne, 
A'Satyr. 4. The Spanifh Defcent. A Poem. 5. The’Poor May 
Plea. concerning Reformation of Manners 6. An Enquiry into the 
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With a Preface to Mr. How. 7. An Enquiry into the Bill to pre. 
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way with the Diffenters. 12, Lex Talionw.. or An Enquiry into 
the moft Proper Way to prevent the Perfecution of the Prote- 
ftants in France. 13. A Letter to Mr. How, by way of Reply w 
his Confiderations of the Preface to the Enquiry into the Occafio- 
sn Conformity of Diffenters. Price Two dyillings and Six: 
enee. | 
E glands Intereft; Or; the Gentleman and Farmers Friend. 
Shewing, 1. How Larid may = Improv’d from ro s. to 8/, 
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inconfiderable Charge. . 2. How to make Cyder, Perry, Cherry, 
Currant, Gooféberry and Mulberry Wines, a5 Strong.and Whole- 
fome as French or Spanifh Wines: And the Cyder and Wines fo 


for 184. 3, The Beit and Quickeit way of Raifing a Nurfery. 4. 
Dire&tions for Brewing te Fineft Malt-Liquors, much Better 
and Cheaper than hitherto.known: Shewing what Care 1sto be 
taken in the Chdice of Water, Malt, and Hops, and how they are 





] “to beMixed, Boyled, and Fermented, for making the beft Marc, 
_or Oober Beer, ftrong Ale, @c. 5. Inftrnétions for Breeding 
- Horfes much Chéaper, and to a far greater Advantage than be 


fore known. 6. Of the Husbandry vl aa. and the rc Benefit 
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